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Samyak Krtam 
Mangalacharanam 

By Kavita Shah, Mumbai 

 

In Saṃskṛtam literature, whether it's the prose, poetry, drama 

or any work, the author begins with a मङ्गलाचरणम् 
(maṅgalācaraṇam). This may be a composition praying to 

and invoking the grace of the deity (नमस्कार: -
 Namaskāraḥ) or in the form of blessings from the Guru 

(आशीर्ााद: - āśirvādaḥ) and sometimes also pointing out the 

subject matter of the work (वर्षयर्सु्त वनदेशक: -

 viṣayavastunirdeśakaḥ).  In this मङ्गलाचरणम् 

(maṅgalācaraṇam), प्रथमेश (Prathameśa) is invoked to 
remove all the obstacles. 

 

 आलमे्ब जगदालमे्ब हेरम्बचरणामु्बजे। 
 

शुष्यन्ति यद्रजःस्पशाात्सध: प्रतू्यहर्ाधायः।। 
 
  
 ālambe jagadālambe 
 
herambacraṇāmbhuje | 
 
śuṣyanti yadrajaḥ 

 
sparśātsadhaḥ pratyūhavārdhayaḥ || 
By touching whose feet, the troublesome (worldly) oceans dry away, I take refuge in 
the lotus feet of that Ganapati who is the shelter of the world. 
  

(This quote is from the महासुभावषतसंग्रह (Mahāsubhāṣitasan ̇graha), which is a 
compendium of Saṃskṛtam aphorisms collected from the various sources.) 
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